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The Department of Speech,  
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School of Mind, Brain, and Behavior 

College of Science 





CONVOCATION PROGRAM 
 

Processional 
 

Welcome and Introduction of Faculty and Staff 
 Mary Alt, PhD 

 Professor and Department Head 
 

Remarks from the Dean 
 Carmala N. Garzione, PhD 

 Dean, College of Science  
 

Department Awards 

 Excellence in Undergraduate Research  

      Lauren Distler, BS 
 

 Outstanding Senior   

 Kaitlyn Tullis, BS 
 

 Outstanding Graduate Student Clinician 

 Alexa Liss, MS     
 

 Outstanding Graduate Student Clinician 

 Mary Sisson, AuD 
 

 Jean R. Guloien Outstanding Graduate Student  

  Danielle Girard, MS 
 

 Jean R. Guloien Outstanding Graduate Student  

  Samantha Zambrano, AuD 
  

Presentation of Graduates 
 Doctor of Philosophy 

 Doctor of Audiology 

 Master of Science 

 Bachelor of Science 
 

Closing Comments 
 

Recessional 



College of Science Graduate Student Award in Scholarship 

 2022 Bryan Wong, PhD, AuD 
 

College of Science Graduate Student Award in Teaching 

 2022, 2024 Bryan Wong, PhD, AuD 
 

College of Science Graduate Student Award for Service 

 2023 Sarah Lynn Neiling, PhD 

 2024 Hally Sablosky, MS 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS & AWARDS  

MESSAGE FROM THE DEPARTMENT HEAD 

    

Congratulations to our 2024 Speech, 

Language, and Hearing Sciences graduates! 

Our mission is to create new knowledge 

through the scientific study of human 

communication and its disorders, train the 

next generation of speech language 

pathologists and audiologists, and prepare 

students to succeed in a wide range of 

careers through the application of critical thinking and 

written and oral communication skills. Graduation is an 

impressive achievement. The faculty and staff are 

immensely proud of your hard work and all that you have 

accomplished. We are thankful for the friends and family 

who helped support our students on their journey. The 

students graduating today truly will make this world a 

better place. We are excited to celebrate with you and wish 

you every success as you enter the next exciting stage of 

your life and career.  
 

Mary Alt, PhD, CCC-SLP 

Professor & Department Head 



Student groups  

  

 

UA National Student Speech Language Hearing Association 

President: Kaitlyn Tullis 

Vice President: Emma Fendrick  

Secretary: Hannah Bruene 

Treasurer: Madeline Conway 

Social Chair: Emily Bayless 

Fundraising Chair: India Cordero  

Philanthropy Chair: Maddy Morley 

Student, Faculty, and Alumni Relations Chair: Caitlin Dooley  

Social Media Chair: Emme Applefeld 

 

UA Arizona Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ArSHA)  

 Danielle Girard  

 Elissa Schiff  

 

UA Student Academy of Audiology 

President: Abbie White  

Vice President: Bryanne Crump 

Secretary: Monica Zmudzinski 

Social Chair: Amanda Stickles 

Undergraduate Liaison: Sydney Murphy 

 

Speech, Language, and Hearing Cats of Color 

President: Elyza Villalta 

Vice President: Emily Mejia 

Secretary: Alicia Salazar Contreras  

Social Media Chair: India Cordero 

Treasurer: Sydney Murphy 

Philanthropy & Community Outreach: Zahra Siddiqui 

 

College of Science Undergraduate Ambassadors 

 Chloe Perius  

 Zahra Siddiqui 



 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY  

Mandeep Chadha ∞ 

Hailey Dean  

Mira Nathan 

Karly Siffermann ∞ 

 

Mary Sisson 

Emily Walker 

Samantha Zambrano 

master of science  

Alexis Ahumada 

Emilia Bañuelos † 

Sarah Blomstrand 

Carly Czyzyk 

Hannah Flint ∞ 

Danielle Girard † 

Marina Gurmendi † 

Ev Henderson  

I-Hsuan Ho 

Brooke Jakiemiec  

Makenna Kehret 

Emma Kirby 

Alexa Liss  

Sandra Lozano 

Iliana Martinez 

Rosie McClure 

Emily Meyers 

Shea Nelson 

Anna Reeve  

Fabiola Romero Gonzalez 

Dani Rosoff 

Hally Sablosky  

Delaney Schnell 

Siena Schoelen † 

Kayla Tilicki ∞ 

Tillie Trebon † 

Kendall Vuocolo 

Samara Walker  

Abby Williams 

Madison Zbinden 

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY  

† Multicultural-Bilingual Certificate 

∞ UA Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related          

Disabilities (AZLEND) Certificate Program 

 

Sarah Lynn Neiling                 Bryan Wong 



BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 

Renad Almadhi 

Haley Banaszynski 

Emily Bayless 

Mariah Bell 

Mariah Bowers 

Brizaida Cano 

Madison Christianson 

Kaylee Clark 

Madeline Conway 

India Cordero 

Erica Daniel 

Claire Davis 

Lauren Distler^  

Yuliana Dominguez 

Caitlin Dooley 

Noemi Durazo 

Emma Fendrick 

Jillian Fisher^  

Dianey Grijalva 

Brooke Harris^  

Halle Hayutin 

Emily Holcomb 

Jennifer Marino 

Savannah May 

Bailey McCabe 

Delaney McInerney 

Emily Mejia Lopez 

Malia Mitchell 

Alyssa Newington 

Tina Nguyen 

Anna O’Neill^  

Ivan Perez 

Chloe Perius 

Madelynn Richtfort 

Ann Ross 

Emma Savoy 

Thelma Scott 

Samantha Spengler 

Merrick Staff 

Emily Stirlen 

Ariana Tapia Silva 

Kaitlyn Tullis^  

Victoria Van De Beuken 

Elyza Villalta 

Micaela Williman 

 

 ^ SLHS honors project 



Mary Alt, PhD, Professor & Department Head 

Genesis Arizmendi, PhD, Assistant Professor  

Kate Bunton, PhD, Professor 

Holly Cardinal, MS, Assistant Clinical Professor 

Jennifer Casteix, MS, Clinical Professor 

Kathleen Cazzato, MA, Associate Clinical Professor 

Huanping Dai, PhD, Associate Professor 

Meghan Darling-White, PhD, Assistant Professor  

Magdalena Escobedo, MA, Assistant Clinical Professor 

Karen Guilmette, MS, Associate Clinical Professor 

Florian Hafner, PhD, Assistant Professor of Practice 

Erica Hansen, AuD, Associate Clinical Professor 

Janet Hawley, ClinScD, Associate Clinical Professor 

Carole Jensen, MS, Assistant Clinical Professor 

Leah Kapa, PhD, Assistant Professor 

Aneta Kielar, PhD, Assistant Professor 

Megan Kobel, PhD, AuD, Assistant Professor 

Nell Maltman, PhD, Assistant Professor 

Nicole Marrone, PhD, Associate Professor 

Amanda Martinez, MA, Assistant Clinical Professor 

Jacob Martinez, MA, Assistant Clinical Professor 

Julie Miller, PhD, Associate Professor 

Natalie Monahan, MS, Assistant Clinical Professor 

Melanie Moore, AuD, Assistant Clinical Professor 

Tom Muller, AuD, Clinical Professor 

Elena Plante, PhD, Professor 

Michelle Raymond, MA, Assistant Clinical Professor 

Kristin Reeb, MS, Clinical Instructor 

Robin Samlan, PhD, MBA, Associate Professor, Associate  

 Department Head, & Director of Clinical Education 

Dori Smith, DMA, MS, Assistant Clinical Professor 

Brad Story, PhD, Professor & Associate Dean, College of Science 

David Velenovsky, PhD, Senior Lecturer 

Amy Wheeler, AuD, Assistant Clinical Professor 

FACULTY 



 
Jessie Erikson Pyarelal, PhD, Postdoctoral Research Associate 

Nora Evans-Reitz, MS, Research Speech-Language Pathologist 

Cecilia Figueroa, MS, Research Speech-Language Pathologist 

Heidi Mettler, PhD, Postdoctoral Research Associate 

Kindle Rising, MS, Research Speech-Language Pathologist 

Alyssa Sachs, PhD, Postdoctoral Research Associate 

Rebecca Vance, MS, Research Speech-Language Pathologist 

 

Research & Clinical Professionals 

EMERITUS & Retired FACULTY 

Pelagie Beeson, PhD, Professor Emerita 

Barbara Cone, PhD, Professor Emerita 

James Dean, AuD, Retired Senior Lecturer 

Cass Faux, MS, Retired Associate Clinical Professor 

Theodore Glattke, PhD, Professor Emeritus 

Frances Harris, PhD, Retired Pignatelli Program Chair 

Frank Musiek, PhD, Retired Professor 

Linda Norrix, PhD, Associate Clinical Professor Emerita 

Staff & Appointed Professionals 

Alma Acuna, Custodian 

Feday Barakat, MBA, Coordinator, Insurance– Medical Billing 

Andrea Carrillo, Administrative Assistant 

Lupita Chino-Plum, Custodian 

Joshua Galyen, IT Support Analyst 

Nickole Hayward, Academic Coordinator, Graduate Students 

Alex Hernandez, MEd, Senior Academic Advisor I 

Debra Lavine, Office Specialist 

Patsy Padilla, Administrative Assistant 

Kevin Phelan, Business Manager 

Denise Radosevic, Office Specialist 

Richard Reichenbacher, Coordinator, IT Systems  

Kim Sasser, Administrative Assistant & Building Manager 

Doug Weber, Custodial Area Supervisor 

 



Gifts in Memoriam 

Mark Berkley, Bill Bernett, John Bish, Cindy Caughman-Corona,  

Richard Curlee, Cassandra Davis, Anthony B. DeFeo,  

Thomas J. Hixon, Audrey Holland, Timothy Maddox, Frank Moore,  

Rebecca Rutz, and Reese Woodling  

Michael Berkowitz 

Marget & David Buller 

Anne Cooper  

Tom & Susan Cordell 

Jack & Melanie Davis 

Donna Eskwitt & Gary Rosenblum 

Monica Gallegos 

Janis & Daniel Gasch 

Diane Hurst 

Deborah Insalaco 

Melanie & James Kilgore 

Robert Kraemer &  

Julie Barkmeier-Kraemer 

Dick & Judith Kroese 

Robert Maddox &  

Katie Hirschboeck  

Benjamin Mangan & Wileen Chang 

Amy & Todd Meredith 

Maxine Mindel 

Cecile Moore 

Richard Paff 

Laura Parnell 

Decemna Tang 

Lori Taniguchi 

Cheryl Tomoeda 

Charles & Kerry Tyler 

     
 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to donors who have supported 

our students, patients, and clinical and research programs over 

the past year. 
 

Abbey J. Grunewald Foundation 

Blue Cross Blue Shield 

Hearing Loss Association of America East Valley Chapter  

Milton and Tamar Maltz Family Foundation 

UA National Student Speech Language Hearing Association 

Donor appreciation 

Remembering jean r. guloien 
 

Jean (Jeannie) Guloien (1945-1970) was a much-loved student chosen 

to receive the outstanding graduate student award in audiology in 

1970. She was known for her warmth, sincerity, and strength in the 

classroom as well as in the clinic. There was great sadness when 

Jeannie died in a car accident soon before her graduation. She was 

awarded her master's degree posthumously, and the outstanding 

graduate student award was named in her memory. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New grads, Stay connected! 
 

Like us on Facebook (facebook.com/ArizonaSLHS/) 

Follow us on Instagram (arizonaslhs) 

Share your updates with us (https://slhs.arizona.edu/
alumni-donors/alumni) 

CONGRATULATIONS 

CLASS OF 2024! 

https://www.facebook.com/ArizonaSLHS/

